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Distinguished Members of the Commission, as President of the National Center for Missing &
Exploited Children (NCMEC) and its sister organization, the International Centre for Missing &
Exploited Children (ICMEC), I thank you for this opportunity to appear before you to discuss the issue
of international child abduction and how we can continue to strengthen international cooperation in
this arena. Chairman Wolf and Chairman McGovern, I commend you and your colleagues for being
tireless advocates for children, for your leadership and initiative, and for bringing us together today to

discuss what more we can do to protect our children.

As you know, the National Center for Missing & Exploited Children is a not-for-profit corporation,
mandated by Congress and working in partnership with the U.S. Department of Justice. NCMEC is a
true public-private partnership, funded in part by Congress and in part by the private sector. For 25
years, NCMEC has operated under Congressional mandate to serve as the national resource center and

clearinghouse on missing and exploited children.

For 11 years the International Center for Missing & Exploited Children has worked to increase the
global awareness of these issues. At the launch of ICMEC in 1998, then-First Lady Hillary Clinton
declared that international parental abductions are not just disputes about the law, they are matters of
human rights. We applaud now-Secretary of State Clinton for her insight and for her advocacy on

what we agree is a human rights issue. We’re confident that under her leadership we will see real

progress in these cases. .

ICMEC’s international policy work and affiliations help raise the awareness of policy-makers, law
enforcement, and parents worldwide. In its affiliation with the Permanent Bureau of the Hague
Conference on Private International Law (Permanent Bureau) ICMEC has supported the following

efforts:

+ more consistent and uniform implementation of the Hague Convention on the Civil
Aspects of International Child Abduction (the Hague Convention);

¢ Good Practice Guides to advise countries on how best to organize their judiciary and
systems that deal with international child abduction in order to best fulfill their
obligations under the Hague Convention and the goal of the swift return of abducted

children:



e cooperation among countries that have signed the Hague Convention and those that
have not; and
e aLegal Training Institute to educate judges on the unique legal concepts necessary 10

resolve these complex international disputes.

NCMEC’s statutory authorization (see 42 U.S.C. §5773) includes 19 specific operational functions
authorized by Congress, among which are:

e operating a national 24-hour toll-free hotline, 1-800-THE-LOST® (1-800-843-5678), to intake
reports of missing children and receive leads about ongoing cases;

e coordinating public and private programs that locate, recover, or reunite missing children with
their families;

e providing technical assistance and training to individuals and law enforcement agencies in the
prevention, investigation, prosecution, and treatment of cases involving missing and exploited
children;

» providing assistance to families and law enforcement agencies in locating and recovering
missing and exploited children, both nationally and, in cooperation with the Department of
State, internationally;

¢ tracking the incidence of attempted child abductions;

e providing forensic technical assistance to law enforcement;

e facilitating the deployment of the National Emergency Child Locator Center during periods of
national disasters;

e working with law enforcement and the private sector to reduce the distribution of child
pornography over the Internet;

» operating a child victim identification program to assist law enforcement in identifying victims
of child pornography;

e developing and disseminating programs and information about Internet safety and the
prevention of child abduction and sexual exploitation;

« providing technical assistance and training to law enforcement in identifying and locating non-
compliant sex offenders; and

e operating the CyberTipline, the “9-1-1 for the Internet,” that the public and electronic service

providers may use to report Internet-related child sexual exploitation.






